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How do we navigate a world with actual and perceived uncertainty? This lecture  
series invites and sparks exploration of the profound challenges and opportunities posed  
by uncertainty—not as an anomaly, but as a fundamental aspect of human existence.
 Bringing together insights from highly diverse fields—ranging from quantum  
physics and economics to cognitive sciences, aesthetics, and cultural studies—this series  
examines the multifaceted nature of uncertainty. By leveraging this interdisciplinary  
richness, we explore how uncertainty influences knowledge, beliefs, and behaviors in an  
ever-changing world.
 Viewing uncertainty as a spectrum of possibilities rather than merely  
a threat, we aim to inspire adaptive strategies for decision-making, resilience, and the  
pursuit of knowledge. Join us on an exciting journey to rethink the status quo and  
consider dynamic approaches that align with life’s inherent complexity. Together, we will  
discover how the uncertain, far from being something to endure or avoid, can drive  
innovation and deeper understanding.

FORMAT
Moderated Podium Discussions (in English)

TIME FRAME
Spring Semester 2025 | Wednesdays, 16:30–20:30 | Two sessions, separated by a break

LOCATION
University of Zurich, Main Building

CONTACT
polina.lukicheva@aoi.uzh.ch | yves.trachsel@aoi.uzh.ch

NOTE 
For detailed information on individual symposia (e.g., specific venues, topics,  
and speakers), please refer to the program (QR-Code), 
https://www.uzh.ch/de/events/events/rv/uncertainty.html

Organized by
Dr. Polina Lukicheva, Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies, University of Zurich
Prof. Dr. Philippe Tobler, Department of Economics, University of Zurich

Acknowledging the assistance of
Mirko Bischofberger, Science Communication
Yves Trachsel, Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies, University of Zurich

This series is made possible with the generous support of the NOMIS Foundation
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