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Public Lecture

Race to the Future?

From Artificial Intelligence to Abundant Imagination

Ruha Benjamin

Tuesday, October 29, 2024, 04.15-06.00 pm
University of Zurich, Ramistrasse 71, Ziirich, Room KOL-F-104

A world without prisons? Ridiculous. Schools
that foster the genius of every child? Naive. Work
that is fulfilling and fairly compensated? Impossi-
ble. A society where everyone has food, shel-
ter...love? In your dreams. Exactly.

In this talk, Ruha Benjamin takes us into the liber-
ating power of the imagination. Deadly systems
shaped by white supremacy, patriarchy, capital-
ism, colonialism, and eugenics emerged from the
human imagination, and have real-world, often
deadly impacts. To fight harmful systems and cre-
ate a world in which everyone can thrive, we will
have to imagine things differently. Drawing on
work that critically examines tech-mediated ineq-
uities and her engagement with grassroots ap-
proaches to viral justice, she invites each of us to
consider the role we play in maintaining or trans-
forming the oppressive status quo.

Ruha Benjamin is a Visiting Professor in the interuniver-
sity doctoral program in Gender Studies in Switzerland for
the fall semester of 2024. She is Alexander Stewart
1886 Professor of African American Studies at Princeton
University, founding director of thelda B. Wells Just
Data Lab, and award-winning author of Race After Tech-
nology (2019), Viral Justice (2022), and Imagination: A
Manifesto (2024). Visit ruhabenjamin.com.

The public lecture is organized by the interuniversity doctoral program in Gender Studies at the University of Zurich. The
lecture is part of the Lecture Series in Social Anthropology, organized by the Department of Social Anthropology and Cul-
tural Studies at the University of Zurich, in collaboration with the joint colloquium for the History of Medicine, Science
and Anthropocene and the colloquium in Geography of Labor and Political Geography at the University of Zurich.

Ruha Benjamin’s Visiting Professorship is funded by the Department of Gender Studies at the University of Zurich, the
Center for Gender Studies at the University of Basel and the Interdisciplinary Center for Gender Studies at the University

of Bern.


https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/imagination-a-manifesto
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/race-after-technology
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/race-after-technology
https://www.ruhabenjamin.com/viral-justice

